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Note from Share~  

THANK YOU!  I can’t say it loud enough and often enough. We were thrilled to learn Artful Things Niceville 

was nominated for the Community Choice Award “Finest on the Emerald Coast”, locally owned retail. What an 

honor from our clients! Then we were simply bowled over to learn we WON! Thank you! We just passed our 6th 

anniversary on 9/23/25 and it has taken all of us together to achieve this recognition.  

 

Get ready! The next two months are going to be even busier than usual. Fun for all ages. Here are some teasers:  

October: Monthly Artist Trading Card Club evening Meetup, Sunday the  5th: Sarah Searfoss’ Art Opening/ 

Reception, Saturday the11Th : couples- friends acrylic paint markers Sat evening fun, Saturday the 18th, : Patrick 

McFeeley Popup Market, Saturday the 25th : Popup Market with “Blue”.  

 

November: Spotlight Junior Artist Gisella Lastrom, ATC Club Meetup, Monthly Wednesday Zen illustration 

Workshop, Sunday the 16th: Garrison Carter’s Art/Opening Reception. And fingers crossed we will have a very, 

very special Sunday afternoon on Nov 2nd. Hosted by 4-5 of our artisans including performance, activities and 

music. 

Watch our online calendar @ www.ArtfulThingsNicevile.com as well as our FB and IG posts.  Stay creative- See 

YOU at the gallery! 

 

 Just Call us Proud 

 Over the last two months many of our gallery artists have participated in art competitions.  Help us 

congratulate the following: Okaloosa Public Arts (OPA) Best in Show- Charlotte Arnold, First Place 

Rosalyn O’Grady and Honorable Mention Joan M. Langham. Visit the Okaloosa County Court House 

to see these and many other of our artists’ works. They will be there until next year.  

 Northwest Florida Fine Arts Show- Rosalyn O’Grady - First Place, Linda Duncan - Honorable 

Mention and Youth First Place - Mercie Taylor. We congratulate all on being accepted as part of these 

competitions. 

 Another gallery family member, Bradley Vander Veen is currently finishing up a huge commissioned 

mural for Café Bienville and The Story House, in addition to being the September featured artist at the 

Destin Library. Check it out when you are in the areas. 

 In regard to great local murals: Kat The Artist (Kat Bass) has been painting murals a plenty! The 

Chalkboard, Silver Sands School, Niceville American Legion, and Valparaiso AmVets--- just get out in 

the community and enjoy these local artisan’s work! 

 

http://www.artfulthingsnicevile.com/
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Connecting with You 
 

ATN class schedule, pop-up events, open house announcements, 
special exhibits and artist reception calendar is up-to-date at time 
of printing. We often schedule classes and events months in 
advance. Our online calendar and FB page will have updates 
regarding class cancellations, surprise guests, and last minute 
mini-classes. Please refer to our website and check the links of 
interest for art-centric events along the Emerald Coast. 
 
As a member of the Niceville Valparaiso Chamber, we strive to 
inform you of all art-centric activities in the community. Follow 
us on Facebook and Instagam Make sure to bookmark our 
website for the details. If you have advance information regarding 
a gallery exhibition, charity event, meet and greet, grand opening 
or spotlighted display at a local museum, please let us know.ATN 
wants you to stay informed and grow art wherever you may be. 

PLEASE GIVE US 30 DAYS NOTICE! 

Guest Artist Opportunity 
 

      We strive to provide gallery 
experiences (free of charge) to guest 
artists. Artists who are 10 to 18 years of 
age can apply for a month-long featured 
wall space and will be promoted as Junior 
Guest Artists. Bring your art in to discuss 
the possibilities and get on the schedule!  
     The exhibitions must be ready for 
hanging and set up and take down are the 
artist’s responsibility. It’s a great way to 
build exposure. The displayed pieces will 
be for sale on a commission basis. Please 
consult either Chris or Share for pricing 
tips. 
     Short typed bios and business cards are 
always a nice touch! 

Artfully on My Mind….with Laura 

     If you’re like me, there is an intentional stack of reading material in your home or office spaces. Mine has been 
carefully curated over many years. My excuse? It gives a sense of purpose or the stack(s) just looks great in the still 
life composition on the shelf or coffee table. Yesterday, I picked up a copy of the recent Oprah Daily, with the 
cover title: “The Art of Resilience.”   
      As makers of art we are the preservers and disruptors of life. We do not conform and our art reflects the 
unspoken longing to carry on a conversation where spoken words are inadequate or faulty. Our chosen art form 
is that part of us we do not shy away from. It is that part of us that tells others it will be okay.  
     Your light-bulb moment, which began the creative endeavor towards your masterpiece, will find its way into 
the life of one who is seeking refuge, longing to revisit a memory or perhaps enjoy an unexpected moment of 
comic relief. Your art is important and is a timeless reminder that love comes in many forms. Your art will inspire 
kindness in the simple act of gift giving.  
     Art is a reflection of your strength, intention, integrity and yes, resilience and a reason to carry on. 
 

 

Community Minded 

For the months of October and November we have two nonprofits: First we continue our fundraising for the 
Arts and Design Society (ADSO) with paint a square for the kids- make any donation and paint a square on the 
big canvas. Prompt is “what do I see out my window?” 

Second is Dog Harmony: Purchase the 25 page booklet “Human & Dog Harmony” written and beautifully 
illustrated by local author/ illustrators Robin Wiesneth and Nancy Bown. Proceeds go directly to the nonprofit. 

 
Pop-Up Events 

Pop-up events are a perfect way to engage buyers. You have the opportunity to showcase your art in an air-

conditioned gallery setting which helps to support your creative side. All pop-ups are scheduled on Saturdays and 

you determine how long you would like to stay. All we ask is that you discuss your set-up to make sure we have 

the physical space to offer. First time artists/artisans are always encouraged. We will video your presentation for 

our Face book page. Talk with Share about your availability. The holiday season is fast approaching! Make sure 

you inquire about joint the waiting list for consignment space. 
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This month, I interviewed three long-time vendors at the gallery. They share their insights, challenges and successes 

in working with clay. 

 

Helga Latourneau 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   Marcy Eady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Jones Hayes  

Are you artist or artisan? “Artist,” she replied with no hesitation. Do you work with 

earthenware, stoneware, ceramic, or porcelain? “Ceramic is poured, earthenware is 

brown. I work in low fire clay.” When did you begin working in a clay medium? “It 

would have been high school, but the teacher didn’t like me, so I did other art. College, I 

learned the wheel – it took a while. It’s a process of centering and pulling up. I began in 

round pots that became quirky freestyle pots; that became my entry into sculptural clay 

work.” What is unique about your clay pieces and do you engage in other art 

forms? “I paint with acrylics; Plein air to some degree. I love dirty hands, I am a 

gardener. The 3-D is part of me. I love texture and color. I paint my pottery.” Do you 

glaze as well? “I do, if the piece is functional. Otherwise I paint. It’s easy to fix unlike 

glazing.” No Gesso for sculptures then? She laughed, “No”. What training, 

certification or coursework is to your credit?  “I have a Bachelors of Science in Fine 

Arts. During college, I enrolled in a clay class. Mostly, just practice and I find inspiration 

is endless; especially outdoors.” 

My favorite question: Are you an artisan or artist? “I don’t consider myself either artist 

or artisan. I work with clay for the enjoyment of it. There is a new word floating out there – 

“Maker”. I am a maker of things I love. It is not my place to decide what is art.” Do you 

work in earthenware, stoneware, ceramics or porcelain? “Currently – porcelain. I’ve 

worked with all of them and have materials in my studio. My new project is earthenware. I 

prefer porcelain because it is challenging, beautiful when done right and it fills the need for 

me to smooth things, which I like.” Why has this art form remained your focus? “I can’t 

paint or draw. I hated oil painting. I attended a Plein Air retreat in the South of France. 

Never could stand back and appreciate progress. I had to be on top of the canvas! It was 

nerve-wracking1 I have a love/hate relationship with porcelain because of the toxicity in the 

silica. I am extremely careful – use respirators and protective clothing when working. You 

really need to be a scientist – working with glazes.” How do we recognize one of your 

pieces? “Flowers. I have made thousands of them and the signature aqua color.” Any 

formal training?  “I do not have a degree and have attended multiple workshops -

Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN and Capodimonte workshops in 

their international retreat in the South of Florence, IT.  

 

 

Do you consider yourself an artist or artisan? “Both”, she replied. What is your 

earliest memory of manipulating clay? “In Hawaii. My husband was Navy and we 

moved a lot. I needed something to occupy my time other than my children. I joined a 

pottery studio. We gas and pit fired the pieces. I took classes wherever we were 

stationed; some college courses as well. I work with earthenware, stoneware, and 

porcelain. I also use raku clay for larger structural pieces. The name pottery is usually 

used for functional pieces whereas ceramics describes all forms of clay work.” Describe 

what is unique within your process. “I like integrating different materials. I see a 

body form and think I can do something like it and just go with it. I can’t copy my 

inspiration. I’ll call it “freelance”. Until two years ago, I mixed my own glazes”. Do you 

have special training, coursework or certification? “In ceramics, no, but I do have 

certification in welding and metal fabrication and built metal sculptures while living in 

California. I took classes and workshops with well-known artists in Virginia, and Hawaii; 

my favorite having been the great Toshiko Takaezu.”  
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Learn Something 

If you are looking for a class on a new medium, technique  

or an art form that has piqued your interest, talk with us.  

We’d love to help you find an instructor at ATN or     

one of our gallery or studio partners in our area. 

 

Did you know we offer private classes? Have an idea for a small  

gathering, perhaps a celebratory special event? We will be happy to  

discuss options with you. At ATN, we want you to love the creative world as 

 much as we do. Our classroom space is just the right size for team building and your  

“besties” to enjoy creative playtime; relax and let the muse flow! 

 

**You are welcome to watch classes in session. Inspiration abounds** 

Who We Are 

We are a collective of local fine art artists and artisans. Artful Things Niceville promotes locally crafted art 

in a gallery setting. We are not a craft supply store. In order to encourage and focus on art in our 

neighborhood, we work with our community to provide discounts to students and professionals. Need a 

special order? Let Share know what you are looking for and she will research our suppliers for you. 

This newsletter, as well as our Facebook and website, are designed to inform you of the evolving visual art 

vibe by providing coverage of topics of interest to our customers, collectors, and neighbors right here on 

the Emerald Coast. Every edition features interviews with local artists/artisans or in-house guest and junior 

guest artists. 

 

Stay….smART! 

Eat, dine and shop local! 

 

 

 

 


